
Dear DHS Family, 
      
 The holiday season is officially over; we are in 
the second week of our second semester for the 19-20 
school year.  With the time quickly passing, we must con-
tinue to be vigilant in helping our students to be the best 
that they can be in academics, attitude, and athletics. 
 Parents, report cards were sent home on yes-
terday, January 21st, so please make sure that you have 
seen your students’ grades and progress for the first 
semester.  Your continuous involvement in their education 
will help us to help them become more successful in and 
outside the classroom. 
 Remember, there is no reason for any student 
at Dillon High School to fail; we have several academic 
interventions in place.  Parents, if you have not met with 
your child’s teachers, please contact our guidance depart-
ment  at any time to set up a conference.  We want to 
make sure that we resolve any academic and/or behavioral 
challenges while we still have sufficient time left in this 
school year. We will continue to work with our teachers 
and students every day to build a Culture of Excellence 
here at Dillon High School. 
         Our first semester End-of-Course testing is over, 
and we look forward to even better results on our spring 
End-of-Course testing. Please help us to continue  to en-
courage and motivate our students to be their best in ALL 
of their classes every day. It takes parents, community, 
staff and students working together to create a positive 
culture where every child feels like he or she can be suc-
cessful and thrive in their school environment. 
 We will also continue to stay focused on the 
safety and security of our students and staff here at 
Dillon High School. Parents, you can help us by re-
emphasizing to your child or children the importance of 
wearing their school issued ID badge each day and follow-
ing the Dillon High School and Dillon District Four dress 
code policies.  At this time, I would also like to congratu-
late the 2019-2020 DHS early graduates listed here for 
their many accomplishments during their time at Dillon 
High School. May these young people be blessed to go out 
into the world and achieve great things. 
 Thank you for everything that you do in sup-
port of our school in helping us to stay focused on achiev-
ing a Culture of Excellence where students graduate to 

become productive citizens who strive to give back to 
their community. 

 

Dillon High School Early Graduates 

Malachi Alexander Bember 

Mukanyandwi Marie Chantal 

Lauren Tierra Cobb 

Nyasia Alexis Davis 

Marie Coneption Gomez 

Damari Jyheim Ladson 

Jenae Adia Manning 

Jariah Aleesa McDougal 

Kavi Bharat Patel 

Tyree Jamal Porter 

Hayden Keith Rippy 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Timothy P. Gibbs, Principal 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dillon High School  

  Reminder to Parents About DHS’ 
Title I Program...What is Title I? 
Title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act provides finan-
cial assistance to state and local 
educational agencies to meet the 
needs of educationally deprived, at-
risk children.  The goal of Title I is to 
provide instructional services and 
activities to meet the needs of disad-
vantaged children identified as failing 
or most at risk of failing the state’s 
challenging performance goals. 
What will Title I do for your child? 
The Title I program will provide your child 
with extra educational assistance beyond 
the regular classroom. 

Title I programs generally offer: 

 Smaller classes or special instructional 
spaces 

 Additional teachers and aides 

 Opportunities for professional development 
for school staff 

 Extra time for teaching Title I students 
the skills they need. 

 A variety of supplementary teaching 
methods. 

 An individualized program for students 

 Additional teaching materials which supple-
ment their regular instruction 

Title I School 
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Calendar of Events 

February’s Events 
02/13-Progress Reports 
01/14-Valentine’s Day (No School Deliveries) 
02/21-Teacher In-Service Day 
 

Additional Academic Assistance 
 

Students, you have additional academic interventions in 
place to help ensure your academic success in each core 
class. Power Breakfast is available on the following days 
before school with the following  teachers: 
 

 Math– Coach McIntyre ( If  Needed, Monday-Friday) 

 Science– Mrs. Willis (Tuesdays/Thursdays) 
 
***Late Day Academic Assistance with your teachers, 
Access to Virtual School Learning and During and After 
School Credit Recovery to Recover Units for Classes 
where  you have fallen behind.  After school credit recov-
ery costs $150.00 per course and requires at least a 50 
average and teacher recommendation. 



Mrs. Douglas’ English IV Classes 
 

Looking back, going forward….. 

In August 2019, English IV hit the ground running with British selections from various eras 

such as: Old English and Medieval Periods, English and Renaissance Period, The Seven-

teenth and Eighteenth Centuries and the Romantic Period. To be honest, the students found 

some of these selections to be dull, so I spiced things up with drama presentations and tried 

modernizing the selections to make them more student friendly. We had various projects 

this semester and a host of meaningful class discussions. The students dramatized sections 

of Beowulf, created their own monsters from Frankenstein, wrote their own sonnets and 

scripts, created power points and explained various concepts to their classmates. There was 

also a group debate on numerous controversial issues. Two groups were given the same 

topic—one in the affirmative and the other opposing. Many of the students researched their 

topics and brought proof to back up their claims on debate day. It was a good challenge.  

Second semester is here, and I look forward to a fulfilling one for myself and my students. 

They seem excited to complete the projects last semester’s students keep talking about, and 

they are already saying that theirs will be the best. My sincere hope is that we will all gain 

something insightful throughout the rest of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
What’s Happening in DHS’ Science Department 

By Wanda Graham 

The DHS Science department welcomes two new faces this year.  Ms. Altman comes to us as 
a graduate from Coastal Carolina University and currently teaches Physical Science and Biol-
ogy II.  Ms. McCrimmon joins us as a graduate from Francis Marion University and is cur-
rently teaching Biology I.  We in the science department are excited that they are a part of 
team science! 
 
Biology I - As we begin the second semester of the school year, the primary focus of the 
science department is the Biology I End-of-Course Test.  Students are continuing to work 
diligently to learn the biology state department standards that are being taught by Mr. Rob-
inson and Ms. McCrimmon. With study and hard work, we are confident that our students 
will perform well on the EOC test when it is administered in May. 
 
Biology II – Mrs. Graham and Ms. Altman are continuing the study of the biological sciences 
with broader topics that will prepare college bound students for a career in the natural sci-
ences. 

 

Chemistry – Mrs. Willis is preparing her chemistry classes for their future in the world of 
science and “heavy duty” science courses that our students will encounter as they continue 
their education after high school. 

 

Anatomy and Physiology – Mrs. Graham is preparing the health care professionals of tomor-
row with the knowledge of the human body and its wonder.  This is one of the most rigorous 
courses in our science department.  Although a lot of studying will be necessary for students 
to be successful in this course, the investment will pay off! 

 

AP Biology - Mr. Wiggins is diligently at work preparing this class for the high stakes test 
this spring.  Students enrolled in this course should be prepared for increased rigor and a 
lots of study time due to the challenging nature of this course. 

 

Physical Science – Mr. Simmons, Ms. Neng, and Ms. Altman are hard at work teaching this 
most important foundational science to our incoming freshmen so that they will be prepared 
for the future science courses during their high school career. 

 

The Dillon High School Science Department is confident that this semester will be one of 
great discoveries for our students! 



 

From the Desk of Mrs. Hastings 
 

Deciding to Do Math 

 Mathematics is present in our everyday life.  However, some re-
fuse to embrace the importance of mathematics out of fear or lack 
of confidence.  Therefore, math teachers are left most often with 
answering the question, “why do I need to learn this?” or “when will I 
use this in life?”  As a society, we have to work collaboratively to 
show our students the importance of math in every aspect of every-
day life.  Just to name a few examples: cooks, plumbers, custodians, 
and mechanics– use measurements every day to make sure that our 
food is properly prepared, to make sure the pipes in our homes and 
public buildings are installed efficiently, and to make sure that our 
cars are running properly.  The scientist, the investigator, the astro-
naut – use statistics and calculus to gather data, to conduct surveys, 
and to make precise mathematical calculations about leaving and re-
turning to earth.  Furthermore, when students understand math is 
present in everyday life and every job big or small, students can lose 
the fear and become more confident in their ability to be successful 
in math.  Yes, mathematics is here to stay, so do not allow lack of 
self-confidence to prevent you from becoming the mathematical ge-
nius that you are capable of being. If the continuous practice of 
sports and gaming makes one better, the continuous practice of a 
math skill and or concept will increase your confidence and 
knowledge.   

 Don’t give up! As a society, it is time to embrace learning and ex-
ploration of learning as a whole. Let’s not become limited by the 
fears of our past. Let’s commit to ourselves and to those around us; 
we will decide to learn math every day and in every way!  

 

Amanda Hastings, Math Department Chair 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



Spanish Language and Culture 

By Zulay Burgos 

 Federico Fellini said, “A different language is a different vision of life”. That means, by 

learning a foreign language like Spanish, the students are not only able to study grammar, se-

mantics and a different pronunciation, but also they are able to know about other kinds of cultures 

from more that 20 countries all around the world that have Spanish as their primary language. Be-

ing one of the six official languages in the United Nations and one of the most spoken native lan-

guages in the world, Spanish is considered a global language after Mandarin Chinese and Rus-

sian. In the United States, there are about forty million people who speak Spanish at home, mak-

ing it the second most spoken language in this country.  

 Students at Dillon High School have the opportunity of sharing with Spanish native speak-

ing teachers who also teach them important aspects of their culture and customs. Additionally, in 

Dillon, there is a considerable number of students who speak Spanish at home due to their Latino 

American roots (especially from Mexico, Guatemala and El Salvador), which helps them reinforce 

their mother tongue at school. This school year, students of Spanish 1, 2 and 3 participated in dif-

ferent activities involving music, food, and Spanish culture. During the midterm, students of the 

three Spanish teachers developed a cultural project where they had the opportunity to perform 

dances, write and recite poetry, and sing songs in Spanish. This event took place in the media 

center, and the audience could appreciate the achievements of our students in Spanish and their 

interest in a new culture. In December, the students of Spanish 1, 2 and 3 had the great experi-

ence of appreciating a show in Columbia, SC about the history and music of Spain. This was a 

spectacular performance of dancers and singers, where they showed the different dances of 

Spanish culture such as Tablao, Flamenco and Sevillana . Also, it has become a tradition for the 

students of Spanish 2 and 3 to sample Mexican cuisines by participating in a teacher organized 

field trip to a Mexican restaurant where they have the opportunity to order food (in Spanish) in a 

real context and also appreciate the flavors of this culture.  
 In essence, it is important to recognize the difficulties of learning a new foreign language 
 
like Spanish, but the path to reach that goal is exciting when there is commitment and interest.   
 
As Michael Gove asserts, “Learning  a new language and the culture that goes with it, is one the                                                       
 
useful things we can do to broaden the empathy and imaginative sympathy and cultural outlook of  
 
children”. 



 
 
 
 

Jestine Wade, Library Media Specialist 
 

Why Reading? The most critical skill for academic success—and success later in 
life—is the ability to read well.  

 
I am a parent of a high school student. What can I 
do?   
  
Here are a few tips: 
 Understand it is never too late to benefit from independent reading. 
 Build independent reading time into your teen’s day.  Remove all distractions.  Good-bye 
electronics.  Teens may be tempted to stray away from their reading if they use electronic 
devices. 
 Start slow and build. Agree on the length of time. Use a timer. 
 Offer a selection of books at your teen’s reading level and from different genres and 
help them find books they might enjoy. Teens can naturally find they love to read and build 

 confidence when they choose their own reading materials. 
Have your teen  make a reading list of 4 or 5 books they want to read and set personal 
reading goals. 
 Find enjoyable ways for your teen to share what they read, including things like family 
book clubs, family group text or discussion time 
Read the same book as your teen so the two of you may discuss the book together. Push 
them to think outside of the box or look for deeper meaning. Adapted from the Waterfort 
Institute 3 benefits of independent reading—and how to make it work in your classroom 

 

RETURN ALL OUTSTANDING TEXTBOOKS TO THE LIBRARY!  

PROM SEASON IS ALMOST HERE...SAVE THE DATE!!! 

DILLON HIGH SCHOOL’S PROM FOR THE 19-20 SCHOOL YEAR 

WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2020 

FROM 8:00-11:00 P.M. 

AT THE DILLON COUNTY WELLNESS CENTER 

ADDITIONAL DETAILS TO COME... 

https://www.waterford.org/tips-to-improve-reading-skills/
https://www.waterford.org/tips-to-improve-reading-skills/


Vision 

The vision of DHS is to create a partnership with the community to develop students who 
are responsible, successful, and highly motivated.  

 

Mission 

The mission of Dillon High School is to prepare all students to achieve excellence by cre-
ating an environment conducive to learning where students, staff, and families work to-
gether to promote the skills needed in a continuously changing world.  

 

Beliefs 

* Achievement comes from effort.  

* Respect fosters respect.  

* Family is the foundation of society.  

* Learning is a life-long process.  

* People are accountable for the choices they make.  

* Human beings can achieve excellence.  

* We are responsible to each other.  

* There is a Supreme Being.  

* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 

  

Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innovative, 
and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers and citizenship 
in the 21st Century. 

 

 

 



Dillon District Four: no cellphones or other devices during the school day or on our school buses 
 
According to the Dillon District Four’s Possession/Use of Electronic Communication Devices in 
School (Policy JICJ) is simple: cellphones or other devices cannot be used or activated during the 
school day. Other devices may include pagers, walkie-talkies, or other telecommunication devic-
es that emit an audible signal, vibrate, or display a message. 
 
Students are permitted to use cellphones after regular school hours and during extracurricular 
activities. 
 
The policy also states that the district will make an exception for documented medical reason 
and when a student aged 18 or older is an active member of a volunteer firefighting organization 
or volunteer emergency service organization. 
 
The district specifically bans the use of camera devices to violate the privacy of a student or staff 
member. 
 
The Student Discipline Code Book lays out punishments that students will be subject to in the 
case of a violation. 
 
Level I-G the student possesses the device and it will be confiscated and submitted to the Office. 
 
Level II-B offense is when the student uses the device for photos/videos/audio during the school 
day. 
 
First Time offense is three days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required for 
reinstatement 
 
Second Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required 
for reinstatement. 
 
Third Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and pending administrative hearing. 
 
Please refer to pages 8 and 10 in the Student Discipline Code Book. 
 

 


